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have equal political rights with every other, but that does
not affect the essential and enduring superiority and
inferiority of racial layers within a nation. On the con-
trary, it may be argued that the very success of a nation
in the world's struggle may be forwarded by its com-
position out of such successive layers of differently gifted
races, each better adapted than the rest to some par-
ticular branch of those complicated human activities
which go to make up the life of a modern nation. May
it not be the case that what is properly called the caste
system is the result of the action of natural laws and is
therefore an essential factor, whether realised or not, in
the structure of a modern nation?

In America the term " caste" is misapplied in popular
usage, where it is supposed to be equivalent to the arti-
ficial ordering of social ranks. Castes are racial layers
within a people, especially when those layers corre-
spond to occupations. Thus if all Jews were financiers
and all financiers Jews they would be a caste; there is a
tendency for a certain group of Jews to become such in
most civilised and progressive countries. India is the
historic land in which the caste system is most easily
studied because there openly acknowledged, and also
because in some parts of India it is enforced by social
sanctions. In the modern world we can see the caste
system taking visible form more clearly in the United
States than in any other country, because there the
influx of immigrants of many different races has been so
voluminous during recent times. The tendency is for
different trades or occupations to fall into the hands of
groups of persons of different nationalities respectively,
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